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Dear Church Family and Friends,

As we’re well into summer, many of our folks have or will be going on vacation.  I love vacations and I love summer!  I’m sure that many of you, like me, often give thanks to God for the good health that it takes to get out and enjoy all  the opportunities for summer fun that come our way.  It is such a blessing to be healthy and to be able to enjoy outdoor recreation.  I think that availing ourselves to such pursuits pleases our Father.  But here’s the kicker-only after, or as, we do all of the other things that He asks us to do.  Things like Christian service, earning our keep, and fulfilling our other responsibilities.  If we play in lieu thereof we are remiss and God is disappointed in us.  It is sin to squander the good health that He blesses us with on ourselves while neglecting the things that He finds so important!

The same principle is true for our church.  We spent the first part of the new year looking at what it takes to be a healthy Body of Christ.  I believe that God has indeed blessed us with good health as a church.  As a matter of fact, I don’t think we have been healthier in the nine years that I have been here.  It’s great!  It certainly makes all that we do more pleasant.  In fact, much of what we do is down right fun!  I believe that God is happy with that.  Just like our personal health, we were not made to be a healthy church simply so that we could enjoy it.  The primary reason He made us healthy is so that we can represent Him effectively to a lost world!

So, let’s enjoy all that He has given us; but may the main reason for our joy be that we have invested our blessings in the lives of others.  From the words of Jesus in Luke 12:48, “…to whom much is given, from him much will be required…”  I don’t think anyone would deny that we’ve been given much; let’s use it to make a difference!

I’ll see you in our Father’s fields
Pastor Jeff









Little did I know when Pastor Jeff asked me to sign a form registering Winn’s in the Awana program that I would be entering into a season of service that would be far more rewarding and fulfilling than I could ever imagine.  Beside that signature line was the word “Commander.”  That began a journey that showed me God’s provision and faithfulness in countless ways.  I was completely unprepared and unqualified for the task ahead but as God has shown me many times before, if you are willing and faithful, He will show you mighty works.  As God started pouring children into the hallways and classrooms, He provided everything needed to excite and motivate them to memorize His Word.  I am so thankful for the many Awana workers who came forward over the past nine years to help HIDE as MUCH of GOD’s WORD as DEEP in the HEARTS of as MANY children as God brought into our care.
I am reminded of the faithful nursery workers who lovingly cared for babies so Moms and Dads could serve in Awana.  I think of those who led in games to make Awana exciting and to attract new kids each week.  I’ve been so blessed by the many leaders, directors, secretaries, substitutes and others who worked one on one to help each child.  I am in awe of those who drove and rode on buses each week to bring in kids who had never been exposed to God’s Word before. Literally hundreds of children memorized scripture, heard God’s plan of salvation, were taught awesome council

                       time lessons   and learned that church is a fun, exciting and safe place to be.  I am also thankful for a church family that provided the resources to make Awana a first class opportunity for so many.  I fondly remember that first night when Awana was held in the new fellowship hall with a full size Awana circle.  What a JOY!!!  
I am so very thankful for a wife who served beside me the whole time as Truth and Training Director and supported me in every way.  
And I am especially thankful for God overcoming my lack by providing an “Awana Momma” (Lori Hawks) who so lovingly and passionately made this ministry work.  
Thank you parents and others who entrusted us with your precious children each week.  Finally, thank you children who came, learned, enjoyed, loved, played, grew and made the purpose of Awana clear, rich and rewarding.  You were the BEST!!!  



I’m sure as I look back over time I will see God’s involvement in so many more areas.  Only time will count the numbers who made decisions for Jesus in part because of this ministry and those who served in it.  But, as scripture says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven”, (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  As clearly as God led me into this season, He has just as clearly shown me that it has come to a close.  I pray for those who will be continuing this “Work” and look forward to my next “season” as God leads.  Pray that I will be “willing and faithful” as that season unfolds.
              Signing off for now,
              Commander Russ














































Heroes Of Prayer
I grew up around my best friend’s parents and they loved to pray and, in my late teens, I learned to love the heroes of prayer. John Wesley would rise to be with God at 4:00am each day; Mary Queen of Scots apparently said she “feared the prayers of John Knox more than all the armies of England”; James Hudson Taylor said, “The sun has never risen over China without finding me at prayer.”
The prayer lives of Knox and Hudson Taylor are inspiring, but depressingly challenging! I would glide between two extremes: inspired and depressed. I guess I never realized it was normal to find it tough. And it just is. Scripture refers to it as “labor” or as “wrestling.” That is a hint. Prayer in the Scriptures is often rigorous. The story of Elijah praying seven times for rain or of Aaron and Hur holding Moses’ arms during battle against Amalek shows men who devote themselves to prayer despite great difficulty (Acts 2:42). 
The Flesh Is Weak
There is a rumor among charismatic Christians that praying is only really worthwhile if the Holy Spirit leads you to pray (and by this they mean that you already feel like praying). Jesus was much more straightforward: he told the disciples that the Spirit may be willing, but the flesh is weak (Matt. 26:41). 
Here, some of the biographies don’t help. They can give a false and glorified picture. All people will find some challenges in prayer, including prophets like Elijah: “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours” (James 5:17). Lapses in intensity, concentration, and focus are common. This doesn’t mean that it should be pure and endless agony. It just sometimes starts that way. Press through in cold blood and you’ll get warmer.
Good Intentions Change Nothing
The Puritans talked about ‘praying, until you pray.’ That is a helpful expression. It can, and 




will, become a delight. If you don’t believe me, read Psalm 16. Prioritize prayer, make a plan, put it in your diary, and keep the appointment. Meaning to do something changes nothing: “The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing...” (Prov. 13:4) and don’t just leave it to “the Spirit to lead you.” My experience is that he doesn’t, or not in the way I want him to anyway.
Tips for Effective Prayer
Set the right goals. Make them challenging enough to motivate you, but still doable.
Get to prayer meetings. You’ll learn a lot.
Learn what distracts you and outplay them.
Keep close to a pencil and paper. Make notes if any thought keeps stealing your focus.
Be around people who know how to pray and ask to join them. That can be the most instructive thing of all.
If you have the gift of tongues, use it a lot. You are praying the mind of the Spirit (Rom. 8:26-27) and edifying yourself (1 Cor. 14:4).
Be accountable to someone. Tell them to ask you how your prayer life is regularly. Encourage them to abuse you when you don’t pray!
Resist discouragement—it’s from the devil. Your Father loves you. And resist pride. Remember you come to God because you need him, not to impress him or anyone else. He is already perfectly impressed with his Son and, therefore with you, whether you pray or not.
To be continued.   Cody Harlow, Student Pastor

What does AWANA mean to you?  Does it mean time for boys and girls to learn God’s word and hide it in their heart?  Does it mean another commitment?  Is it a chore?  Is it a blessing?  Does it mean games?  Long nights? Fun? Immeasurable joy?

AWANA is about the Gospel.  It is boys, girls, and adults learning God’s word.  It is learning who Jesus is, why He came to earth, and what He can mean to each and every person.  It is reaching not just the children, but their families with the Gospel of Christ.  It is a ministry of Winn’s Baptist Church Children’s Department.  

We are looking for a few good leaders willing to invest in reaching boys and girls with the Gospel.  You don’t have to prepare a lesson, but need to be prepared to love the children, and ready to tell them about Jesus.  We are also looking for help with Games and in our Nursery.  It requires an hour and a half each Wednesday night.  Training a couple of times a year and leadership meetings as needed.  We have clubs for 2 year olds through 6th grade. 

If you are willing to help, or would like more information, please see Jerry Gosh, AWANA Commander or Cheryl Chadwick, Children’s Ministry Director.  

Pray and see where God would have you helping.  

Training opportunity on Saturday, August 14th—Basic Training, watch for further information.

Coming September 11 at Grove Ave. Baptist Church
At the Fall Conference
AWANA is celebrating their 60th Anniversary

This is a special AWANA 60th anniversary conference. The conference will be broadcast, live, from Grove Avenue, to a nation-wide audience, and workshop leaders from AWANA headquarters will be on-hand. Plan to attend in person - not at a repeater site, looking at a broadcast.
Conference theme is "Generation After Generation”. Speakers include Art Rorheim (co-founder of AWANA), Jonathan Falwell (president of Liberty University & pastor at Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg), Shawn Thornton (pastor at Calvary Community Church in Westlake Village, California), and Jack Eggar (president and chief executive officer of AWANA Clubs International).









Elementary Children’s Happenings



	Summer started off with a “bang” the children have been studying the life of Joseph through an Egyptian unit for the month of June in their Sunday School Classes.  In Children’s Church, we learned how you can never thirst again when you drink the water that Jesus gives in our “Wacky Watermelon Party” and had a special “Father’s Day Celebration”.

	
 WOW (Winn’s on Wednesdays), has allowed the  children to learn about the Lord through their choice of different tracks such as “WOW Hoops”, “Fit Kids 4 Christ”, “Just Clowning  Around”, “Outdoor Cooking”, “Leather Stamping”, “Duck…Duck…TAPE!!!!”, “Weird Science”, & “Card Stamping”.   

	Our Terrific Tuesday program has been under way.  In addition Bible Study, discipleship groups, and daily quiet times, we have played miniature golf, rode bumper boats, and enjoyed other activities at “Putt Putt Golf and Games”. The program continues on July 6th with our upcoming nursing home and homebound visits. On July 20th, we will go to “Jump Zone” after our Bible Study and small group times.  It’s not too late to pick up a blue Terrific Tuesday brochure and sign up 1 week prior to each activity. 

	A group of about 60 of us will be heading to Eagle Eyrie the last week of July for our “Centri-KID camp”.  We are looking forward to growing closer to God and to each other as we have Bible and Mission studies and recreation together.  Please keep us in prayer as we head off to camp!

	Speaking of prayer, be in prayer as to who the Lord wants YOU to invite to join you at our “Saddle Ridge Ranch” Vacation Bible School the week of Aug. 8th.    

            Kids, let’s use our time “off” from school to bring friends to church and get closer to God.    HE IS SO AWESOME!!!

Love in Christ,
Mrs. Cheryl












MR. ROBERT W. SCHWARTZ……….”WHAT A SAINT”!
September 4, 1924 – May 16, 2010

	I thought by now it would be a little easier to talk about Mr. Bobby and not tear up; not the case!!  This past weekend I ran into his son-in law, Ronnie, a.k.a. “Bones”, and he, along with many others, shared what a nice job the pastor and choir did in making Mr. Bobby’s service so special.  To be honest, we really didn’t have to do much; Mr. Bobby’s life said it all!!  What a saint!  
Mr. Bobby is going to be missed by many of us for a very long time!  I miss seeing him come in my office to see how I’m doing and getting his hand full of M&M’s out of the jar.  I miss seeing him to my left on that back row in the choir loft! I know his buddies Al and Bobby feel a huge void; Mr. Bobby sat in between the two of them for many years! This has been a “huge” loss to our choir, our church and our community!  
When I looked up the word “saint” in the Webster’s Dictionary, one of the definitions read as follows: a patient, unselfish, highly virtuous person.  That was certainly Mr. Bobby!
As I close, I want to let the Sanctuary Choir know that there are not enough words to express my gratitude and appreciation for all you did to make Mr. Bobby’s service a true “Celebration”!  The song “Sweet Beulah Land” now takes on a whole new meaning and will be remembered in a whole new way!!  I love you guys!

“Sweet Beulah Land”

Beulah Land, sweet Beulah Land
I’m kind of homesick for a country
To which I’ve never been before
No sad good-byes will there be         spoken
For time won’t matter anymore

Beulah Land, I’m longing for you,
And some day on thee I’ll stand
There my home shall be eternal
Beulah Land, sweet Beulah Land

I’m looking now across that river
Where my faith will end in sight
I’ve just a few more days to labor,
Then I will take my heavenly flight

Beulah Land, I’m longing for you,
And some day on thee I’ll stand
There my home shall be eternal
Beulah Land, sweet Beulah Land

To think that He uses me!!
Kathy







 (
"Can a man take fire to his 
bosom,
And his clothes not be burned? 
Can one walk on hot coals,
And his feet not be seared?"
(Proverbs 6:27-28, NKJV)
)



















I think I was like most boys growing up.  I loved doing things that allowed me to explore the world in which I lived - things like climbing trees, catching tadpoles and fireflies, throwing rocks at things, and having snowball fights.  But one of the things I really liked doing was making fires.  I had a certain fascination with fire.  I'm not sure if I had pyromaniac tendencies or not but I thought it was really cool to set things on fire and watch them burn.  Maybe it was because my young adventurous mind tempted me to take risks.  Hearing my mother often recite that age-old saying, "Don't play with fire or you'll get burned!" offered a certain amount of intrigue to me. 

I have a feeling that the roots of that saying came from the above Scripture passage.  It is a vivid illustration to help the reader put into perspective the dangers of experimenting with something that can cause pain and damage.  The context of the second half of Proverbs 6 gets a little more specific and warns against adultery and giving into seduction, but it really applies to all potentially sinful situations.  

The message is simple: How can you expect not to get hurt by doing something that you know is going to hurt you?  If you think about it you have to be really stupid to pick up something on fire and hold it to your chest or take your shoes off and walk on hot coals.  You're even dumber if you think you can do it without getting hurt.  Any time you go against the laws of nature that God has put in place you can expect to suffer the negative consequences. Duh!!!

So why do people push the limits to go against God's natural laws?  When they do it is pure sin, which comes from rebellious pride.  Rather than living in harmony with God's natural laws and following His Word, which would keep them as free from danger as possible, unwise people tend go their own way and do things that are contrary to God's nature and will. When that happens, they get burned!  Do yourself a favor.  Don't test God's natural law.  Don't ignore the teachings in His Word.  Conform yourself to them instead and learn from Him.  This is what true wisdom is all about.  This will keep you from getting burned!

Steering Clear of Fire with You,
Pastor Jeff Chadwick


Christians and The Culture 
“Defending Faith, Family and Freedom”
By Don Blake

July 2010

The Birth of our Nation
Getting Back on the Right Path

July 4th, 2010

	




Our Nation was born on July 4th, 1776 and, coincidently, Winn’s Baptist Church was born on the same day.  Both started with a struggle.  Both the United States of America and Winn’s Baptist Church have lasted through these 234 years.  Winn’s Baptist is well-grounded in its belief in the Bible.  Our Nation struggles to hold on to our founding fathers’ Christian Heritage.  

	Most of us seldom think about how our Nation was founded.  Perhaps most of those below the “baby boomer” age were never taught much about how our Nation’s founding fathers and their Christian faith shaped our governmental system.  Much has been written about the founding fathers and their Christian beliefs which embraced the system of the moral and social values that originates in the Old and New Testaments of the Word of God.

	Now some 234 years after the Nation’s founding – where are we as a Nation?  Would our founding fathers even recognize their creation?  We, as a people, have ceased to look toward God as the source of our lives and now we look toward government as our “source”.  We are no longer accountable to God, but to the government.

	What happened to “self-evident truths” and to God’s gift of “unalienable rights”?

	Where are our Godly leaders?  Where are men who can be quoted as men of the not to distant past were quoted?

President Woodrow Wilson		The Bible is the one supreme source of revelation of the meaning of life, the nature of God, and spiritual nature and needs of men.  America was born a Christian nation.  America was born to exemplify that devotion to the elements of righteousness which are derived from the revelations of Holy Scripture.

President Calvin Coolidge		The strength of our country is the strength of its religious convictions.  The foundations of our society and our government rest so much on the teachings of the Bible that it would be difficult to support them if faith in these teachings would cease to be practically universal in our country.  








President Franklin Roosevelt  	We cannot read the history of our rise and development as a nation without reckoning with the place the Bible has occupied in shaping the advances of the Republic.  Where we have been the truest and most consistent in obeying its precepts, we have attained the greatest measure of contentment and prosperity.  

President Harry Truman		The fundamental basis of this nation’s laws was given to Moses on the Mount.  The fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teachings we get from Exodus and Saint Matthew, from Isaiah and Saint Paul….If we don’t have a proper fundamental moral background, we will finally end up with a totalitarian government which does not believe in rights for anybody except the State!  

	George Washington said that national morality cannot prevail without religious principles.

	In 1892 the United States Supreme Court determined that the United States was a “Christian Nation”.

	In 2009 President Obama declared to the world, in front of an Islamic audience, that “The United States is not a Christian nation”.

	We, as a Nation, have but two paths to follow.  The “old path”, laid out by God, is one of godliness and righteousness or the “new path”, which leads to idolatry and apostasy.  Today, our society encourages us to turn aside from the “old path” to try the “new path” to self-fulfillment and enlightenment.  The “old path” is the road to God’s Kingdom.  It is a narrow path.  The “new path” is a broad highway and easy to travel.  It is the road to Hell for our  nation and its people.

	Again, where are we as a Nation?  I believe we are in an era of great deception as never before in our Nation’s history.  Our Nation is in rapid moral decline.  We, as a Nation, have lost our Christian Biblical roots.  We are “drawn toward death” and “stumbling toward slaughter”. God “will render to each man according to his deeds”. (Proverbs 24:11-12).  

	What can be done?  The only answer is to turn back an all powerful government, reclaim our Constitution, raise up Godly men to lead our Nation to revival, watch, pray and humble ourselves and ask God to heal our land.  Our Nation must reclaim its Biblical principles.

	As for me, I like this quote:  

Ronald Reagan, January 21, 1985 Inaugural Address

	     And may He continue to hold us close as we fill the world with our sound—sound in unity, affection, and love—one people under God, dedicated to the dream of freedom that He has placed in the human heart, called upon now to pass that dream on to a waiting and hopeful world.
	


	
	


        I encourage you to purchase and read from the “American Patriot’s Bible” by Dr. Richard G. Lee, from which I borrowed liberally for this writing.  Also, visit www.vachristian.org and look at the links.  There are many good organizations trying to “reclaim our Christian heritage”.
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    Happy 4th of July!!!!!



